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The Brainstormers & Their Cosmic Mission 
Post-Show Activity 
4-6 
Tableau Adventures 
Goals: 

• Students will flesh out a character while exploring a specific theme through a series of tableaus.  

• By creating frozen scenes and adding thought bubbles, students will engage in collaborative 

storytelling that connects their character’s experiences to their own lives. 

 

NOTE: This activity has been aligned with TEKS and Universal Design for Learning. TEKS can be found at 

the end of this document.  

 

Materials Needed 

• Character cards with descriptions (included) 
• Large poster paper or whiteboard for brainstorming 
• Markers or sticky notes 
• Space for movement (classroom or outdoor area) 
• Comic strip templates for thought bubbles (printable or drawn) 

 

Activity  

1. Introduction 

• Begin by revisiting the characters: Willa, Naomi, and Ferguson.  

o Pictures and their characteristics can be found on the Re-Sourced pre-show page. 

• Discuss the three themes: Teamwork, Creativity, and Finding Your Voice. 

o A breakdown of each, and their relation to the play, can be found on the Re-Sourced 

post-show page. 

o Each theme ends with a question. Encourage students to think through an answer 

without sharing out loud.   

2. Group Formation and Character Selection  

• Divide the students into small groups of 4-5 students. 

https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://www.alleyresourced.com/cosmic-preshow
https://www.alleyresourced.com/cosmic-postshow
https://www.alleyresourced.com/cosmic-postshow
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• Assign each group one of the student/theme parings.  

• Provide them with the character cards and encourage discussion about their character’s traits 

and how they relate to the chosen theme. Multiple groups can have the same character. 

3. New Student  

• Ask students to imagine that their Brainstormers character has just joined their classroom. On a 

piece of paper, they should note: 

o If the character is younger or older than your students, have them imagine what they would 

be like at your students’ age.  

o Of everyone in the group, who would be most likely to be a friend? 

o Encourage students to be creative. Silly is fine as long as it’s respectful and true to the 

character! 

o How would they behave in class? What would they be into?  

4. Creating Tableaus  

• Ask students to create a story set in their school. But make it fun. Think soap opera, sit-com, or 

teen drama. 

• Use the character cards to create a story with the Brainstormer at the center. 

o The story is modern day, set in your school.  

o It should use the theme listed.  

• The story is told with three tableaus (frozen stage pictures). Everyone in the group is involved. They 

can play people or non-human objects.  

• In each tableau, one student will add a thought bubble that reflects what the character is thinking 

or feeling at that moment. These can be drawn on paper or orally expressed. 

• Remind students to use their bodies to create clear and expressive poses that convey the 

emotions and ideas of their character. 

5. Presentation of Tableaus  

• Each group will present their tableaus to the class, explaining the scenario, the character’s 

thoughts in each tableau, and how it connects to the chosen theme. 

• Encourage audience members to reflect on how they relate to the characters and themes 

presented. 
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Notes for UDL alignment: 

1. Consideration 9.1: Recognize expectations, beliefs, and motivations 

• Set clear expectations for the activity and encourage students to express their thoughts 

and feelings openly. Example: Remind them that it’s okay to explore how they relate to 

characters' challenges. 

2. Consideration 8.3: Foster collaboration, interdependence, and collective learning 

• Emphasize the importance of each group member’s contribution and how they can 

support one another in the creative process. Example: Provide roles for each student 

(e.g., director, actor, artist for thought bubbles) to ensure everyone is involved. 

3. Consideration 5.2: Use multiple tools for construction, composition, and creativity 

• Allow groups to use various materials (art supplies, props) to enhance their tableaus 

and thought bubbles. Example: Encourage them to create simple props that help 

illustrate their character’s world. 
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TEKS 

4th Grade 

English Language Arts and Reading: 

4.6: Students understand that a text is constructed with a specific purpose and audience in mind. 

4.10: Students understand how to engage in collaborative discussions and provide and receive 

feedback. 

Theatre: 

117.4(b)(1): The student engages in the creative process to generate original ideas and develop them into 

performances. 

117.4(b)(3): The student performs in a variety of roles in theater and understands the collaborative nature 

of theater. 

 

5th Grade 

English Language Arts and Reading: 

5.6: Students analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of various forms of communication. 

5.10: Students participate in collaborative discussions, building on others’ ideas and articulating their 

own. 

Theatre 

117.5(b)(1): The student engages in problem-solving and decision-making in the creative process of 

theater. 

117.5(b)(3): The student demonstrates an understanding of character development and stage presence 

through performance. 

 

6th Grade 

English Language Arts and Reading: 

6.6: Students understand the importance of audience and purpose in communication. 

6.10: Students engage effectively in collaborative discussions, respecting diverse perspectives and 

building on others’ ideas. 
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Theatre: 

117.6(b)(1): The student applies the creative process to develop and refine original performances. 

117.6(b)(3): The student demonstrates the ability to analyze and interpret characters, themes, and 

conflicts in performance. 
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Willa 
 

Traits: 

• Curious and steady: Willa is always eager to 

learn and explore new ideas. 

• Peacemaker: She often helps her friends get 

along and resolves conflicts. 

• Problem solver: Willa enjoys figuring things out 

and finding solutions. 

Challenges: 

• Sometimes falls back into the shadows: Willa 

tends to let her friends take the spotlight, which can lead to her own ideas being overlooked. 

• Struggles with confidence: She often feels nervous about speaking up, especially when her 

friends have strong personalities. 

Key Moments: 

• Willa introduces the Brainstormers Club and establishes the rules for their secret meetings. 

• She navigates the group dynamics between Naomi and Ferguson, trying to balance their differing 

ideas. 

• Willa ultimately finds her voice by realizing the importance of sharing her thoughts and standing 

up for what she believes. 

 

Theme: Finding your Voice 

Willa is afraid to speak up at first because her friends have big personalities, and she doesn’t want to 

cause problems. She usually helps everyone get along, but sometimes that means others don’t listen to 

what she wants. She eventually discovers that it's still important for her to share her ideas. Can you think 

of a time when someone didn’t listen to your ideas? How did that make you feel?    
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Naomi 
Traits: 

• Brilliant and bilingual: Naomi excels 

academically and is passionate about STEAM 

subjects. 

• Driven and ambitious: She is determined to 

succeed and often takes the lead in group 

projects. 

• Creative thinker: Naomi approaches problems 

with innovative ideas, though she can 

sometimes be impatient. 

Challenges: 

• Impatience and temper: Naomi can get frustrated when things don’t go as planned or when her 

ideas aren’t immediately accepted. 

• Struggles with collaboration: While she has great ideas, Naomi sometimes finds it difficult to 

compromise with her friends. 

Key Moments: 

• Naomi showcases her research abilities, demonstrating her commitment to their mission. 

• She initially clashes with Ferguson over the project direction, highlighting her need to learn how to 

work as a team. 

• By the end, Naomi learns the value of collaboration and finds a way to merge her ideas with those 

of her friends. 

Theme: Teamwork 

The Brainstormers learned that exploring space is only possible when people work together, just like they 

had to do to make their report the best it could be. When NASA astronauts were asked, “What’s one of 

the most important things a person has to learn to become an astronaut?” The answer was often just one 

word: Teamwork. And they added, "we need to learn how to work together starting in 

kindergarten." Naomi and Ferguson each had their own ideas. How did they compromise for the good of 

the team?  Can you think of a time you had to compromise to help your team? 
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Ferguson 
Traits: 

• Playful and creative: Ferguson approaches 

challenges with a sense of fun and imagination. 

• Kind and silly: He often lightens the mood with 

humor and has a friendly demeanor. 

• Dreamer: Ferguson thinks outside the box and 

encourages his friends to explore unconventional 

ideas. 

Challenges: 

• Distractibility: Ferguson's daydreaming can sometimes lead to him losing focus, which frustrates 

his friends and teachers. 

• Struggles with seriousness: He often has difficulty taking things seriously, which can create 

tension in group settings. 

Key Moments: 

• Ferguson introduces the idea of aliens during a brainstorming session, showcasing his creativity. 

• He navigates his friendships with Willa and Naomi, trying to balance his silly ideas with their more 

serious approaches. 

• Ultimately, Ferguson learns to harness his creativity in a productive way, contributing valuable 

insights to the group project. 

 

Theme: Creativity 

Ferguson's alien ideas might seem silly at first, but big new ideas need creativity and thinking in different 

ways. His way of doing things might not be so silly after all!  Did you know that Albert Einstein came up 

with his famous Theory of Relativity by imagining what it would be like to ride a beam of light through 

space? Thinking in new ways can lead to amazing discoveries! Can you think of a time you learned a fact 

that seemed too strange to be true? 


