ALLEYTHEATRE Pre-Show Activity: Prologues
The Midnight Shakespeare Club - Prologues

Pre-Show Activity for Grades 6-12

Goals

e Students will collaboratively research the plot, themes, and characters of a selected
Shakespearean play to build a foundational understanding of its narrative and purpose.

e Students will utilize their research and textual evidence to create an original prologue (or
alternative creative project) that reflects the central conflict, themes, and style of the chosen
play.

NOTE: This activity has been aligned with TEKS and Universal Design for Learning. TEKS can be found at
the end of this document. Artful Thinking Routines are regularly referenced and utilized to encourage
critical thinking.

Materials

e The Midnight Shakespeare Club Prologues handout with play summaries (included).
e Chart paper or whiteboard space for each group.

e Research devices.

e Accessto Alley Re-Sourced guide.

e Creative supplies (markers, paper, etc., for visual projects).
e Optional: Video editing tools or software for movie trailers.

Introduction

e Begin by introducing William Shakespeare, using the information outlined on Alley Re-Sourced.

o Discuss: “The play we are going to see references several of Shakespeare’s plays. Knowing
more about Shakespeare’s works will enrich the experience, even if you don’t have to know
them all.”

e Project Overview:

o Introduce the focus of the project: “We’re going to immerse ourselves in each play by

collaborating to create different types of prologues, or introductions, for each play.”
e Defining Prologue:

o Aprologue is anintroductory section that provides background information, sets the
scene, or introduces key themes and conflicts. It may include spoilers, aiding the audience
in understanding the "how" and "why" instead of merely the "what."

e Breaking Down a Prologue:

o With the class, read through the text of the Prologue from Romeo and Juliet. You can find

the text here from Folger Shakespeare Library. You can supplement the reading with a
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video or performance of the prologue, such as this version from Baz Lurhman’s Romeo +
Juliet (1996).

o Discuss: What can we learn about the play just from the prologue? What does it tell us
about the characters and plot? Themes? What can the audience expect about Romeo and
Juliet?

Group Research
e Divide students into small groups and assignh each group a specific Shakespeare play referenced
in The Midnight Shakespeare Club.

e Have each group research their assigned play, including:
o The characters and plot of the play.
o Keythemes from the play.
o Anyinformation that can help the audience understand the play, including the tone or

genre, notable quotes, and even past audience reactions and attitudes.

Note for UDL alignment: Students can Think-Pair-Share, write answers in a journal, or discuss answers in
small groups before sharing with the class.

Group Work Time
e Each group will create a prologue of their assigned play. They can choose from various formats,
including:

o Awritten prologue with poetic language (performed before the first scene of a play).
o Atrailer for the play.
o A comic strip with 5-10 frames.
o Avisual essay that combines images, quotes, and explanations.

e Use avisible timer while students are creating and give them verbal warnings.

Sharing and Feedback
e Designate a stage area and have each person or group present their work, sharing their
summaries and themes from each play.
e [ftime allows, students can display their work in a gallery walk.
e During presentations, use “See / Think / Wonder” to encourage reflection from the rest of the
class:
o Whatdid you see in this prologue? Objectively, without interpretation. Just visual details.
o Whatdoyou thinkis happening in this prologue? What do you see that makes you think
that?
o What do you wonder? What questions come up for you as you look at this?

Note for UDL alignment: Encourage multiple expression modes: oral presentations, visual charts, digital
slides, 1-on-1 reports.
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ALLEYTHEATRE

TEKS
e ELAG-12

Pre-Show Activity: Prologues

o (B6A-C), (7A-B), (BA-C), (11A), (13A) — Analyze how authors use literary elements to develop
themes; analyze characters, including their motivations; compose written texts using

appropriate strategies; evaluate the relevance of sources and analyze information
gathered.

e Theatre [-IV
o (2A-B), (3A-C), (5A-B), (12A) — Create theatrical performances that incorporate elements

of playmaking; analyze how historical and cultural contexts influence characters and

themes; reflect on and evaluate the effectiveness of performances and visual displays in
conveying themes.
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Use the following summaries to help you create your own Prologue for your selected play.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

e Summary
o Fourteens get magically entangled in a love-triangle tornado in an enchanted forest full of
fairies who cannot mind their own business. It’s chaotic, romantic, and ends with everyone
waking up like, “Did that actually happen?”

e Quotes
O [
O [
e Notes

o Where is the play set?
o Whatis the genre of the play?
o Who are the main characters?

o Whatis the main message?

Titus Andronicus

e Summary
o Romans and Goths take turns committing absolutely unhinged acts of revenge until pretty
much everyone is dead. It’s Shakespeare’s goriest play—like if Game of Thrones said
“maybe dial it back,” and Shakespeare said “no.”

e Quotes
O [
O [
e Notes

o Where is the play set?
o Whatis the genre of the play?
o Who are the main characters?

o Whatis the main message?
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Hamlet

e Summary
o Hamlet tries to figure out whether his uncle murdered his dad, but spends most of his time

spiraling, overthinking, and wrecking some relationships. It’s the classic “my brain is loud
and | don’t know what to do about it” tragedy.

e Quotes
O [
O [
e Notes

o Where is the play set?
o Whatis the genre of the play?
o Who are the main characters?

o Whatis the main message?

Julius Caesar

e Summary
o Agroup of senators assassinate the wildly popular Julius Caesar to “save” Rome—only to
spark chaos, revenge, and a full-blown civil war. It’s a story about loyalty, power, and how
badly things go when nobody trusts anyone.

e Quotes
o [13
O [
e Notes

o Where is the play set?
o Whatis the genre of the play?
o Who are the main characters?

o Whatis the main message?
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MacBeth

e Summary
o Macbeth meets some creepy witches, gets told he’ll be king, and then commits murder
after murder to make it happen. It’s a fast, spooky spiralinto guilt, paranoia, and “maybe
don’t trust random prophecies in the woods.”

e Quotes
O [
O [
e Notes

o Where is the play set?
o Whatis the genre of the play?
o Who are the main characters?

o Whatis the main message?

Antony and Cleopatra

e Summary
o ARoman general falls for the powerful Queen Cleopatra, and their love story gets tangled
up in politics, war, and some dramatic, high-stakes choices. It’s part romance, part power
struggle, part “no one here is making good decisions.”

e Quotes
O [
o [13
e Notes

o Where is the play set?
o Whatis the genre of the play?
o Who are the main characters?

o Whatis the main message?
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As You Like It

e Summary
o Abunch of characters run away to a magical forest where everyone suddenly becomes
poetic, philosophical, and emotionally honest. It’s a feel-good comedy where people figure
out who they really are once they escape the drama of court life.

e Quotes
o [13
o [13
e Notes

o Where is the play set?
o Whatis the genre of the play?
o Who are the main characters?

o Whatis the main message?
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